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AVIS  HOUSE  endeavors  to  provide,  for 
comparatively  short  visits,  a "Washington  home” 
for  guests  from  many  lands,  with  varying  interests, 
of  any  race,  and  of  any  political  or  religious  persua- 
tion.  It  aims  to  bring  them  together  in  an  informal, 
homelike  atmosphere. 

Davis  House  continues  a practice  begun  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Bancroft  Davis.  During  her  lifetime  she 
opened  the  doors  of  her  own  home  to  a wide  variety 
of  visitors  from  many  countries.  Eventually  she 
gave  her  home  and  funds  to  help  maintain  it,  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee. 

In  making  this  gift  to  the  Committee,  Mrs.  Davis 
provided  for  continuing  her  efforts  after  her  death 
and  united  them  with  those  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  which  for  twenty-five 
years  has  maintained  Friends  International  Centers 
in  a number  of  capitals  in  Europe  and  Asia.  Like 
all  Friends  Centers,  Davis  House  seeks  the  ways 
in  which  men  and  women  of  outward  differences 
may  come  to  common  understanding.  The  scene  of 
this  work  was  transferred  from  Mrs.  Davis’  home 
to  the  present  location  in  1951. 

Guests  may  be  introduced  to  Davis  House  by 
agencies  of  the  United  States  Government,  foreign 
embassies,  the  United  Nations,  Friends,  or  through 
mutual  acquaintances.  The  atmosphere  of  the  house 
is  informal.  Living  room,  sunroom  and  terrace  are 
always  open.  Guests  meet  at  tea,  and  other  events. 


A doctor  from  India,  a scholar  from  Alaska,  a gov- 
ernment employee  from  Brazil,  an  artist  from  Fin- 
land and  many  others  may  meet  and  learn  to  know 
each  other  at  Davis  House. 

The  staff  is  ready  to  help  guests  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  United  States  capital,  and  to 
assist,  whenever  possible,  with  accomplishment  of 
the  purpose  of  their  visit  to  Washington.  Visitors 
often  include  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
from  America  and  abroad. 

A reasonable  charge  is  made  for  overnight  hos- 
pitality and  breakfast.  Dinner  is  available  at  Inter- 
national Student  House,  also  an  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  center,  located  at  1825  R Street, 
just  across  the  street  from  Davis  House. 

Hospitality,  including  meals,  is  extended  to 
sympathetic  groups  wishing  to  use  the  common 
rooms  of  the  house. 


Davis  House 
1822  R Street,  N.W. 
Washington  9,  D.  C. 

Grace  Lowry,  Director 

Michigan  3196  (after  11  P.M.  NOrth  9330) 


The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  repre- 
sents the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  in  many  areas 
of  social  action.  Founded  in  1917  to  provide  channels 
through  which  Quakers  and  those  of  other  faiths 
could  serve  the  cause  of  creative  peace,  the  Service 
Committee  since  that  time  has  brought  physical  and 
spiritual  assistance  to  victims  of  war  in  a number  of 
countries.  In  the  United  States,  the  Service  Committee 
has  developed  a program  to  interpret  to  young  people 
and  adults  the  Quaker  approach  to  social  and  inter- 
national understanding. 

Though  widely  known  as  an  undertaking  of  Friends, 
the  projects  of  the  Service  Committee  are  made  pos- 
sible by  the  support  and  participation  of  persons  of 
all  beliefs.  This  program  is  administered  without  regard 
to  nationality,  color  or  creed.  It  is  an  effort  to  replace 
hatred  and  conflict  with  positive  feelings  of  mutual 
trust  and  understanding. 


American  Friends  Service  Committee 
20  South  Twelfth  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 

Other  International  Centers  sponsored  by  Friends; 


Geneva,  Switzerland 
94  rue  de  Lausanne 

Paris,  France 
110  Avenue  Mozart 

Amsterdam,  Holland 
Raphaelplein  2 

The  Hague,  Holland 
Stadhouderslaan  8 

London,  England 
32  Tavistock  Square,  W.  C.  1 

Copenhagen,  Denmark 
Vendersgade  29,  IV 

Calcutta,  India 
1 Upper  Wood  Street 


Delhi,  India 
24  Rajpur  Road 

Dacca,  East  Pakistan 
7 Baroda  Ganguly  Lane,  Kayetuly 

Mexico  City,  D.  F.,  Mexico 
Monte  Blanco  No.  113  5 

Kingston,  Jamaica,  B.  W.  1. 

1 1 Caledonia  Ave.,  Crossroads 

New  York,  New  York,  U.  S.  A. 
430  E.  32nd  Street 

Washington,  D.  C.,  U.  S.  A. 
International  Student  House 
1 82  3 R Street,  N.W. 


